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Unpublished  Letters  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


UNPUBLISHED  LETTERS  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

CONTRIBUTED  BY  MAJOR  WILLIAM  H.  LAMBERT. 

[The  following  copies  of  several  original  autograph  letters  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  in  the  collection  of  Major  William  H.  Lambert,  have  not 
previously  appeared  in  print.  At  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  January  12,  1903,  Major  Lambert  delivered  an 
address  on  ‘ ‘ Some  Letters  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  ” in  which  these  and 
other  valuable  letters  were  exhibited. — Ed.  Penna.  Mag.] 

Springfield,  Sept.  14,  1856 

Henry  O’Conner,  Esq., 

Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Dear  Sir 

Yours,  inviting  me  to  attend  a mass  meeting  on  the  23rd 
Inst  is  received.  It  would  be  very  pleasant  to  strike  hands 
with  the  Fremonters  of  Iowa,  who  have  led  the  van  so 
splendidly,  in  this  grand  charge  which  we  hope  and  believe 
will  end  in  a most  glorious  victory — All  thanks,  all  honor  to 
Iowa! ! But  Iowa  is  out  of  all  danger,  and  it  is  no  time 
for  us,  when  the  battle  still  rages,  to  pay  holy-day  visits  to 
Iowa — I am  sure  you  will  excuse  me  for  remaining  in 
Illinois,  where  much  hard  work  is  still  to  be  done — 

Yours  very  truly 

A.  Lincoln 

Especially  Confidential 

Springfield,  Ills.  June  19,  1860 

Hon.  Saml  Galloway, 

My  dear  Sir 

Your  very  kind  letter  of  the  15th  is  received — Messrs. 
Follett,  Foster  & Co’s  Life  of  me  is  not  by  my  authority ; 
and  I have  scarcely  been  so  much  astounded  by  anything, 
as  by  their  public  anouncement  that  it  is  authorized  by 
me — They  have  fallen  into  some  strange  misunderstanding 
— I certainly  knew  they  contemplated  publishing  a bi- 
ography, and  I certainly  did  not  object  to  their  doing  so, 
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upon  their  own  responsibility — I even  took  pains  to  facilitate 
them — But,  at  the  same  time,  I made  myself  tiresome,  if 
not  hoarse,  with  repeating  to  Mr.  Howard,  their  only  agent 
seen  by  me,  my  protest  that  I authorized  nothing — would  be 
responsible  for  nothing.  How,  they  could  so  misunderstand 
me,  passes  comprehension — As  a matter,  wholly  my  own,  I 
would  authorize  no  biography,  without  time , and  opertunity 
[sic]  to  carefully  examine  and  consider  every  word  of  it ; 
and,  in  this  case,  in  the  nature  of  things,  I can  have  no  such 
time  and  opertunity  [sic].  But,  in  my  present  position, 
when,  by  the  lessons  of  the  past,  and  the  united  voice  of  all 
discreet  friends,  I can  neither  write  or  speak  a word  for  the 
public,  how  dare  I to  send  forth,  by  my  authority,  a volume 
of  hundreds  of  pages,  for  adversaries  to  make  points  upon 
without  end — W ere  I to  do  so,  the  Convention  would  have  a 
right  to  re-assemble,  and  substitute  another  name  for  mine — 
For  these  reasons,  I would  not  look  at  the  proof  sheets — 
I am  determined  to  maintain  the  position  of  of  [sic]  truly 
saying  I never  saw  the  proof  sheets,  or  any  part  of  their 
work,  before  its  publication — 

How,  do  not  mistake  me — I feel  great  kindness  for  Messrs. 
F.  F.  & Co — do  not  think  they  have  intentionally  done 
wrong.  There  may  be  nothing  wrong  in  their  proposed 
book — I sincerely  hope  there  will  not — I barely  suggest  that 
you,  or  any  of  the  friends  there,  on  the  party  account,  look 
it  over,  & exclude  what  you  may  think  would  embarrass  the 
party — bearing  in  mind,  at  all  times,  that  I authorize  nothing — 
will  be  responsible  for  nothing — Your  friend,  as  ever 

A.  Lincoln 

Executive  Mansion 

Hon.  Sec.  of  Interior  Oct.  14.  1861 

Dear  Sir  : 

How  is  this  ? I supposed  I was  appointing  for  Register 
of  Wills  a citizen  of  this  District.  How  the  Commission 
comes  to  me  “ Moses  Kelly,  of  New  Hampshire.  I do  not 
like  this — Yours  truly 

A.  Lincoln 


62 


Unpublished  Letters  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  July  25,  1864. 

Wm.  0.  Snider 

The  cane  you  did  me  the  honor  to  present  throough  [sic] 
Gov.  Curtin  was  duly  placed  in  my  hand  by  him.  Please 
accept  my  thanks ; and,  at  the  same  time,  pardon  me  for 
not  having  sooner  found  time  to  tender  them. 

Your  Obt.  Servt. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  July  25,  1864. 

Gov.  Curtin. 

Herewith  is  the  manuscript  letter  for  the  gentleman  who 
sent  me  a cane  through  your  hands.  For  my  life  I can  not 
make  out  his  name;  and  therefore  I cut  it  from  his  letter 
and  pasted  it  on,  as  you  see.  I suppose  [sic]  will  remember 
who  he  is,  and  I will  thank  you  to  forward  him  the  letter. 
He  dates  his  letter  at  Philadelphia. 

Yours  truly 

A Lincoln 


